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ORGANISING MISSIONER'S LETTER. 

DEAR FRIENDS, 
I t was indeed a joy to see so many of our friends present 

in the Cathedral on Monday, July 13th, at 1.20 p.m., to attend 
the Bishop Kirkby Commemoration Service. Some 500 to 600 
people attended. Mrs. Kirkby and her family were there, and 
I feel sure that such a gathering caused them much pleasure. 
I t is dangerously easy to say how we loved this and that person, 
and then as the days go by to forget them. This can never 
be so with the memory of Bishop Kirkby. The attendance at 
the service and the results to date of his Memorial Fund are 
abundant testimony to the deep love and esteem felt for him in 
many hearts. In order to build the Cook Hospital, at least 
£2000 will be needed. In a little more than six months, many 
hundreds of the Bishop's friends have sent in £1400. This, I 
feel, is a wonderful tribute. I t is a collection of small gifts, 
and is representative of a very wide circle. Surely that is as 
it should be. Six hundred pounds still remain to be given. 
Has the appeal worn off? Are we aiming to do too much? 
Surely not! 

The man who gave up a good parish to start B.C.A., who 
travelled extensively, humped his "bluey" in the bush, saw little 
of his family for thirteen years, bore the burden of two men's 
jobs because he wanted all the money to go into the ivor~k, and 
finally burnt himself out in service for God and man, is worth 
the very best that we can give. By all means let us thank God 
for the life and service of Bishop Kirkby, but let us pay some-
thing for it. Have you forgotten to send in your gift? Use 
the form in this issue. That ' s what it is there for. 

Have you already given all you can afford? Give again, 
and make your gift sacrificial—the form is there for you also. 
God, through His people, has indeed been good to this work of 
His. Not only has such a splendid response been given to the 
Memorial Fund, but general income has gone up also. Truly 
God has done, and will continue to do, great things for us. 
Remember, this is work for the Kingdom of God; it is not just 
some philanthropic social work. If you have any doubt on 

i V I C T O R I A N RALLY 
— IN — 
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Chairman : 
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j SPEAKERS FROM THE FIELD-
PICTURES OF THE WORK. 

C o m e ear ly and be su re of y o u r s e a t ! 

! M A K E T H I S T H E B E S T R A L L Y E V E R ! 

A THANKOFFERING WILL BE TAKEN. 
I 

the matter, read carefully the stories in this issue by the various 
nursing sisters of B.C.A. Service given by our workers must 
stand on the highest motive or fail. God and His Kingdom 
for our people! We pray, '' Thy Kingdom come.' ' I t is 
good so to pray, but we must do something to bring it to pass. 

Recently I visited Wilcannia Hostel, where I found a number 
of kiddies who had known very little, if anything, about Jesus 
before they came into the Hostel. They are bright-faced 
kiddies, full of possibilities, with bright, shining eyes. Their 
fingers tangle themselves around one's heart. "Unless you 
become like one of these! " I f the Kingdom of Heaven is 
populated extensively with these lovable nippers, what a lovely 
place it will be. Now let me take you into my confidence. 
Wilcannia Hostel has grown old, and needs to be replaced. In 
the same district is a very fine brick homestead, with sufficient 
ground to make a small irrigation farm. The pumping plant 
is there; there are many fine out-buildings, orange groves, vines, 
and a wonderful garden. As I saw this place, I peopled it 
with children drawn from the dry, sunbaked places. I imagined 
what a consecrated staff could do for their young lives and 
characters in such surroundings. I thought of what it would 
mean in the Kingdom of God. But 'twas only a dream, for 
the price is £4000. We have many other things to do, and— 
but what is £4000 in the treasury of God! So I am praying 
that, if it be His will, that £4000 will turn up very soon, or 
the opportunity will have gone. No, this is not an appeal— 
unless it be for your prayers—just a need and an opportunity. 

A few days ago an old and valued friend came into B.C.A. 
Office. He said that he felt that God would soon call him " u p 
yonder,7 ' and he did not want B.C.A. to suffer when that hap-
pened, so he had come to deposit a Government bond of £50 
as endowment to cover his annual subscription. What a splendid 
thought! He said that he felt sure that many others would 
be glad to do the same, or make some such provision in their 
will. I wonder if he is r ight! 

Yours in a great and wonderful service,* TOM JONES. 
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WITNESSING ON THE WEST COAST 
Sister F. Dowling. 

The last three months have been a busy time for us all, in 
fact one of the longest rush times we have ever had. As always, 
the Lord provided for our needs, and we are indeed grateful for 
the presence of a third Sister on our staff. During March we 
gladly welcomed Sister Meades, of Adelaide, and we do pray 
God's richest blessing on her work for Him out here. We 
are particularly pleased to welcome one from this State, as 

the Ladies ' Auxiliary in Adelaide have been so very good to us 
in sending our parcels of linen, etc., and we feel it will give 
them some definite link with the Hospital here, as Sister Meades 
is well known to a great many of the ladies. 

• Our friends will be sorry to hear that our Doctor, owing to 
the effects of the bite he received from a death-adder some 
months ago, and also to overstrain of work, has had a break-
down, and has been ordered to stay away for three months. We 
pray that he may soon be restored to health and strength again. 
He is greatly missed by all in the work. Our hearts are indeed 
full of praise and thanksgiving that he joins us in Christian 
fellowship. I t is something we have waited much on the Lord 
about, that both the nursing and medical staff of our Hospital 
might all be i' one in Christ J e sus . ' ' 

The foundation stone of our new Hospital was unveiled 
on the 29th of June. Already the walls of the main building 
are up, and it should be ready for us to go into by the end of 
the year. We certainly will gTeatly appreciate all the con-
veniences we will have, for under present conditions i t is not 
the easiest thing to bring things up to the standard we wish 
for; and all of us wish the nursing to be the very best, as it 
forms a definite part of our witness. Ik needs a great deal of 
prayer and less of self-effort, that the Holy Spirit Himself may 
predominate in directing the work. This is the only way our 
B.C.A. Hospitals can be what God means them to be, and that 
is why we urge you readers to pray for the workers in the field, 
that they may be kept as "vessels sanctified and meet for the 
Master 's u s e . " 

I t is rather remarkable to note how, in many instances 
where we have definitely prayed for certain persons, that these 
have been afterwards admitted as patients, bringing us into 
personal contact with them. We think of one case in particular 
which happened quite recently : that of a young girl of 24 years 
of age, who, for the past four years, had been suffering with 
an incurable complaint. A few weeks ago we felt led to pray 
very definitely for her, and it was soon after this leading that 
we heard that she was beginning to go downhill very quickly. 
Although not knowing her intimately, one could not help but 
admire her wonderful courage and unselfish spirit. Visiting 
her at her home on the farm, it was impossible to get the chance 
of being alone for a personal talk on spiritual things, and yet 
it was all too evident that the end was not too far distant. 
Have you ever watched a soul heading for an eternity without 
Christ? Have you ever felt the real burden of such a one's 
soul upon your heart? We prayed to a prayer-answering God, 
that in spite of the seemingly impossible, He would in His own 
way and time make the way to open that the Gospel message 
in all its fulness might be told to her. There are few who 
would not rather spend their last few weeks at home amongst 
their own dear ones; and there are few relatives who would 
not rather have their dear one to spend the last short while 
with them in the home, rather than see them elsewhere. And 
so it was in the case of this young woman. Well, then, how 
were we to get the message of Life home to her in a personal 
way? She was too sick to bother about reading. We prayed 
more earnestly, and the Lord answered us by putting into the 
heart of that young girl a desire to come into hospital; and 
even though her family, who had so lovingly attended her at 
home, were loth to let her go, the barriers were broken down 
and they gave their consent for her to be brought in. She was 
admitted about 11 o'clock one Wednesday morning. That after-
noon she was asked, in a course of conversation, if she ever 
gave any thought to the things of God and Eternity. One's 
heart just went out to her as she replied : " I ' v e been wanting 
to know for a long time, but now that I have come in here you 

will help me to know everything, won't y o u ? " How did she 
know we had anything to tell? How evident it was, that while 
we had been praying the Holy Spirit had been working in that 
heart, preparing it for the receiving of the message of His 
wonderful love. As the afternoon wore on she developed an 
unquenchable thirst, and the opportunity was taken of reading 
the 4th chapter of St. John and also St. John 7 : 37. She just 
seemed to drink in every word of the Gospel story, and for the 
first time she knew what it was to turn to the Great Burden-
Bearer Who said, "Come unto Me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will give you res t . ' ' Later in the evening 
she asked if she was very ill, and, when told that the Lord was 
going to take her very soon, she replied in a tired voice, ' ' I 
don ' t mind how soon I go now that I am going peacefully." 
A few hours later she passed away—"her thirst was quenched, 
her soul revived, and now she lives in H i m . " Praise God! 
When pondering incidents such as this, seeing through it all the 
working of the Holy Spirit, one feels humbled to the dust to 
think that we would ever doubt His power to save, even in the 
face of the greatest difficulties. 

In the last issue of The Beal Australian we read with 
interest the appeal for funds for the Hospital at Cook. I t is 
something we have longed and prayed for, to see the B.C.A. 
extend God's work into fresh fields. You people to whom this 
appeal is made, when you are working and giving towards this 
cause, just stop a moment and consider what that Hospital is 
going to stand for. I t is not merely going to be a jolly fine 
building, well equipped, etc., and one which visitors and patients 
alike will exclaim, ' i How n i c e ! ' ' neither is it going to be a 
place where the physically sick alone are going to be tended to. 
No! If this Memorial Hospital is what our late beloved Bishop 
intended it should be, it will be a place where two consecrated 
lives will be placed to tend to the spiritual as well as the physical 
side of those people out there. The only service held is by the 
B.C.A. Missioner every three months. In such places as these, 
where very little of the Gospel message is known, one learns by 
experience just how much the Lord can use our Hospitals in 
which to do His work. When an acute appendix is admitted, 

to the average doctor or nurse this means a mental picture is 
drawn of a very small part of the pat ient 's anatomy, which has 
became inflamed and is likely to cause serious if not fatal conse-
quences if not removed immediately. But to the Christian 
doctor and nurse, as well as considering the physical side of 
the question, there immediately arises this thought : Here is one 
of the lost sheep being brought in by the Good Shepherd for 
us to tell of His great love. And as every patient is definitely 
brought to the Lord in prayer while in hospital, surely the Holy 
Spirit makes the opening, one way or another, for each soul to 
hear the message of salvation as it is in Christ Jesus. Let us 
therefore give this new venture at Cook our wholehearted support, 
nothing daunting the vision of those directing the work. 
(2 Cor. 10 : 4.) 

# * * * 
Sister B. Bossley. 

In the last issue of The Beal Australian your prayers were 
asked for a certain patient, that he might come to a living 
knowledge of Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord. Praise 
God for answered prayer! 

As it was explained, i t was a difficult matter to approach 
him, he being apparently only semi-conscious most of the time. 
However, every opportunity was seized, and. much prayer was 
made on his behalf by the B.C.A. workers here, and I know 
there were many of our readers who joined with us before the 
Throne of Grace, too. 

In his brighter moments, we felt the necessity of preaching 
the Gospel to him laid upon our hearts, and so we sowed the 
seed, leaving the Spirit to work in his heart and bring forth 
the harvest. 

From what he told us, we knew that he felt the burden of 
his sins heavy upon him, and yet he could not bring himself to 
a belief in the Son of God as the Saviour of the world—as his 
own personal Saviour, Who had borne his sins upon the Cross, 
that he might be free from the power of sin, and saved unto 
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life eternal. However, as each opportunity presented itself we 
endeavoured to proclaim the simple Gospel message, and it was 
a great joy to us to know that on April 21st he was " b o r n 
a g a i n " into the Kingdom of God. If there was so much joy 
in our unworthy hearts, what must the joy have been in the 
presence of the angels of God over that one sinner that repenteth? 

Surely God does hear and answer prayer, does He not? 
These definite answers to prayer encourage us to "keep on 
p r a y i n g " and attempt great things for the Lord, for surely 
the battle is His, not ours. 

B.C.A. EXHIBITION AND 
FETE 
— A T — 

St. Philip's, Church Hill, Sydney, 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7th, 

2.30 p .m . t o 5.30 p . m . 
(By kind permission of the Rev. T. C. Hammond.) 

S T A L L S : 
CAKE AND UTILITY " Ladies' Auxiliary. 
MISCELLANEOUS ., Kindergarten Mail-Bag 
PRODUCE Junior Mail-Bag 
AFTERNOON TEA at a charge of 9d. will be provided 

by friends from Burwood East and Drummoyne. 
Exhibition of Mail-Bag Work. 

Architect's Model of Bishop Kirkby Memorial 
Hospital for Cook. 

An Excellent Collection of Large Coloured Photographs 
of the Society's Work. 

BARK HUMPIES — OUT-BACK HOMES 
Don't fail to come and bring a friend ! 

ADMISSION FREE. 

There is another matter for which we earnestly desire your 
prayers, and that is the Bible Class held at the Hospital each 
Monday night. This class is taken by Mr. Broadly, and is 
attended by sixteen or eighteen, mostly young people. We just 
long for these and others to be brought into a living touch with 
the Saviour, and pray that these Bible studies may be the means 
of drawing them unto Christ in all His fulness. The lalst two 
or three weeks have been very encouraging, four or five new 
members having been enrolled. We do pray that others may be 
brought in, too, and that in this district there shall be a band 
of young people fully consecrated to the Lord and out in His 
service. 

Another link with the young people of the district is in 
connection with the Girl Guides. Two of us are working in 
Ms cause, and, although the actual Guide work takes up most 
)f our time with the girls, we yet feel that there is a very 
definite work to be done for the Lord as we come in contact 
with them week by week. 

Owing to Sister Sowter's leave of absence from the B.C.A., 
it has meant that Penong, a centre fifty miles west of Ceduna, 
was left without a Sister. Having a fourth Sister here, we are 
for the present, until further arrangements are made, taking it 
month about at Penong. 

We do count on your prayers for us and our work here on 
the West Coast. " P r a y without ceas ing" that Christ 's work 
will be done and His Name glorified in this part of His vineyard. 

^ # ^ # 
Sister M . Meades. 

The Hospital Sisters at Ceduna had a very exciting time a 
fortnight ago unpacking the medical boxes sent out by the 

Women's Auxiliary in Melbourne. Quilts and sheets were un-
packed with great glee, and as towels and pillow-slips emerged 
they were quickly taken out to the front verandah, where the 
convalescent patients were sitting, to be marked and put into 
stock. The various garments were quickly assigned to some 
needy person, and two bundles of baby clothes were made up 
on the spot to go home with two young Australians who had 
lately arrived in the world. 

I t is very difficult for people in cities to realise the problem 
that mere existence presents to the majority of people over here. 
Last year the harvest was a good one, the first for ten years, 
and most of the farmers have had to appeal to the Farmers7 

Assistance Board for help during the lean years. The Board 
takes absolute control of the farm and claims the crops, allowing 
the farmer concerned sufficient money to pay employees and to 
buy clothing. Should the necessity arise for a new farm imple-
ment or for repairs, the purchase and repairs are effected 
through the Board. In cases of sickness, necessitating an 
operation, permission must be obtained from the Board before 
the operation is performed; and it is a remarkable thing that 
firms supplying implements are paid the full amount of their 
bills, but the Board pays half or less than half of medical and 
nursing fees! 

Many of the families lead a hand-to-mouth existence, working 
hard to free themselves from the monster of debt under circum-
stances that are nothing short of heartbreaking. The women 
are brave to carry on under such conditions, and it is surely 
our duty to lighten their burdens to the best of our ability, 
and, above all, to lead them to the Great Burden-Bearer. Very 
often when these folk come into Hospital it is their only chance 
of hearing the Gospel message, and for this reason we welcome 
our patients, and seek by personal witness to bring each one to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour and Friend. The 
majority respond very well, though they do not* go as far as 
we wish them to. The singing of hymns and choruses each 
morning and evening makes a point of contact, as it usually 
leads to some comment from the patients, though to a heart 
prepared by the Holy Spirit it is not difficult to talk of the 
things of God, providing one is obedient to the ' ' still small 
voice. ' ' 

A parcel of Bibles from the C.M.S. League of Youth, 
Adelaide, was a great joy to us, and they have already been 
put to good use in the Sunday School and the Bible Class. 
Some of these will be sent out to the children receiving Sunday 
School lessons by post, which are sent out each fortnight from 
Ceduna. Special prayer is needed for these children, whose 
mothers usually have neither the knowledge nor the time to give 
their children instruction in the things of God. P ray that the 
Holy Spirit may enlighten their hearts and minds as they read, 
and that through the children the parents also may be brought 
into a living relationship to Christ. 

Mrs. Broadly is now teaching the Kindergarten section of 
the Sunday School, and two of the Sisters take it in turns to 
take the Junior section. This is necessary, as one Sister goes up 
each month to Penong. 

During the three months that I have been on the Hospital 
staff at Ceduna five people have accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as their own personal Saviour, and yet people wonder why nurses 
and clergymen and other workers want to go out-back and waste 
their lives for nothing! Is it nothing to you that the Lord 
Jesus died for" these people and lives for them, and that they 
have never heard of Him? Children know the Name of Jesus 
Christ as a swear word only, and have never heard of Him Who 
said : " Suffer the children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not; for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven. ' ' 

We ask the prayers of all B.C.A. supporters, that we may 
be given grace to serve and strength to witness for our Lord. 

# : • / • # • # " . • • # 
Sister G. Hitchcock. 

During a month's holiday in Melbourne, I met the very 
keen branch of the Melbourne Central Women's Auxiliary, who 
meekly call themselves a " v e r y small committee," but who do 
a large amount of work. At the meeting I attended I met 
several of the keenest members of the Auxiliary, and that after-
noon resulted in the collecting of quite a good supply of Hospital 
linen for Ceduna. At that gathering, Sister Caroline Eoss gave 
a lantern lecture on the work being done at the B.C.A. Hostel 
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at Wilcannia; it was very interesting to hear about another 
branch of the work, and to hear of the many children who come 
into contact with the Christian religion, by being taken into the 
Hostel, who would otherwise have no knowledge of it. Besides 
this, of course, the Hostel provides for their schooling, as it is 
so difficult for some of these out-back families to provide any 
schooling at all for their children. 

On arrival at Ceduna it was good to get back to the busy 
life, and to enter once again into B.C.A. activity. And it was 
activity—we had fourteen babies in a fortnight! I t was good, 
too, to witness the working of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of 
several of our patients. One of these was a woman from whom 
God had seen fit to take her first little infant. I t resulted in 
her returning to the Lord after several years of wandering from 
the pathway. 

After three weeks at Ceduna I was brought up to Penong, 
which is a considerable contrast. As there is no doctor stationed 
here at present, whenever possible patients go on the extra fifty 
miles to Ceduna, which means that Ceduna is overworked and 
Penong is underworked. However, as the Hospital has been in 
the hands of the painters, in the absence of a B.C.A. Sister 
there was at first plenty of occupation in getting the place into 
ghip-shape order again. Although there is not much nursing 
to do here, the people feel that they have someone to whom 
they can go for advice about minor ailments, as fifty miles is a 
long way to bring a doctor for something that is not urgent. 
I have been a kind of District Nurse, visiting one patient with 
a sore leg, another with a sore finger, and another with scarlet 
fever. Again, the other day advice was needed as to whether 
it was necessary to call the doctor to an old lady. Penong was 
fifteen miles and Ceduna thirty miles from the home, so it was 
decided to go the fifteen miles and get the Sister to decide 
whether or not to send for the doctor. 

I had no 'idea, until the other day, when I received a letter 
from a friend asking about twenty questions, how many things 
of interest there were in a place like this. I t might be helpful 
to some reader if I answer a couple of the questions I received. 
There are about ten houses, three shops, one hotel and post 
office actually in Penong, also two churches (one Methodist and 
the other Church of England). Of course, there are farms 
scattered all around, some one mile, etc., and although there 
are only three shops here people come from as far as twenty 
miles distant to do their shopping. The average house is made 
of corrugated iron, but some more fortunate people have houses 
made of stone, or in fewer cases of brick. I happened to take 
a walk down the far end of the main street to-day, and was 
amazed to see a family living in a house made completely of 
kerosene tins joined together and painted white, but apparently 
they are quite happy. 

In stationing a Sister here, B.C.A. is able to help old people 
who have no one to whom they can go when they are ill or dying. 
Eecently, an old man who had lived for years by himself in an 
old shack, with only his dog for company, was brought in here 
to spend his last twelve hours on this earth. Unfortunately, he 
was unconscious when he arrived, and it was impossible to reveal 
to him the message of salvation. 

As I write, we have here an old Scotsman of 62 who has 
been very well educated, and, having come on hard times, has 
been trying to work his way across to the West. He has been 
prospecting, and just managing to get enough washings of gold 
at a time to keep him in food until he finds another little bit. 
In this way he has been gradually getting a little nearer to the 
West. Fortunately for him, he got a chill on arrival in Penong, 
otherwise his intention was to get a lift from here to Nullarbor 
(150 miles), and from there he hoped to walk to Cook (80 
miles). Once he reached Cook, he again had hopes of getting 
a lift to a mining centre over the border. However, God in 
His mercy watches over each one of His children, and the patient 
was brought in here. Everyone with whom he has come in 
contact has been wonderfully good to him, and one old man 
who only lives in a three-roomed tin shanty has visited him and 
provided him with fruit and tobacco. Another hard-pinched 
old man has helped to give him clothing, and asked to-night if 
there were any more clothes he needed. Fortunately friends 
of B.C.A. have kept us supplied with clothes, and these have 
come in very useful for the old man. The Police Department 
has consented to send him free of charge to the hospital at 

Port Lincoln for special surgical treatment, and the B.C.A. 
Padre down there will look after him and see he is provided 
for when he comes out of hospital. The old man told me that 
one of his most valued possessions is an old wrorn copy of the 
New Testament which he carries in his haversack, and he said : 
" I always sit down some time during the day and take it out, 
and receive much help from i t . ' 7 If the people over the other 
side had not made it possible for a Sister to be stationed here, 
the old chap may have perished on the way. 

VICTORIAN NOTES. 
During recent days much publicity has been given through 

the Melbourne Press to the magnificent work of the Nurse from 
Cann River who attended Betty Hardy, of the Cape Everard 
Lighthouse. The girl, aged 16, was lost, together with a 
younger sister, for more than two days in most rugged country 
at a time when temperatures were very low and heavy rain 
was falling. After a party of approximately one hundred horse-
men and others had failed to find the wanderers, they arrived 
back at the Lighthouse completely exhausted and in urgent need 
of skilled medical attention. This was supplied by Sister D. 
Todd, the B.C.A. ?s Sister from Cann River, after she had made 
a most arduous journey from her nursing home. Various papers 
have praised the Sister ?s work highly, referring paticularly to 
her fortitude in maintaining an all-night bedside vigil over the 
patient after her gruelling trip to the coast. I t is reported that 
the Sister was required to wade through several miles of swamp 
and endure many hardships before the Lighthouse was reached. 

I t was unfortunate that some Melbourne papers inferred 
that the Nurse was a member of a nursing association. The 
error was generously corrected, and Victorian people have hereby 
had a further and unmistakeable opportunity to acquaint them-
selves with the value of this depatment of the Society's work. 
We extend warmest congratulations to Sister Todd for her ex-
cellent devotion to duty under such trying conditions. Visiting 
the sick in the Croajingalong country is often a difficult task! 

We are sorry to report that one of the warmest supporters 
of our work in Victoria, the Rev. H. T. Fowler, B.A., of Holy 
Trinity Church, Doncaster, has tendered his resignation, owing 
to ill-health. Though not of great numerical strength, the 
Parish of Doncaster has made magnificent gifts towards the 
maintenance of our work, and we record our appreciation to the 
retiring Vicar, whose part in achieving that result has been so 
definite. Our best wishes are extended to Mr. and Mrs. Fowler 
for much happiness in their new home. 

The Victorian Secretary desires to thank those many 
B.C.A.S. friends who made kind enquiries and expressed sym-
pathy and good wishes during his recent illness, and whilst he 
was a patient in the Alfred Hospital. A steady recovery to 
normal health is being effected. 

We desire to express sincere appreciation to the Time and 
Talents Society, and to Mrs. Coburn and friends, of Kew, for 
excellent articles of clothing and reading matter received 
recently. 

Victorian Rally.—We are hoping for a record Rally in 
Melbourne this year. His Grace the Archbishop of Sydney has 
kindly consented to come over and take the chair. His Grace 
is a very busy man, and we appreciate his kindness. Let us 
give him a right royal welcome to our platform. We are also 
arranging for some of our field workers to be present and speak 
to us. Our Organising Missioner will also be with us to renew 
old friendships. Come along and bring a friend! 

A NEW BOOKLET. 
During the past few weeks we have published a new B.C.A. 

booklet, THE GOSPEL OUT-BACK. Already it has met with 
much commendation from our friends, and is an excellent way 
of introducing B.C.A. to your friends. The booklet consists 
of nearly fifty excellent photographs, new and old, and much 
valuable information as to our activities. The price of the 
publication is sixpence per copy (sevenpence if sent by post), 
and can be had at the Society's Offices at Sydney and Melbourne. 
Get your copy early—supplies are very limited. 
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THE MILLEWA 

Rev. T . Gee. 
Will the rain never come? I t should have been here by 

the end of April, but it has not come yet and the position is 
serious. A good downpour is urgently needed, and if it does 
not come soon there will be no harvest worth considering. Also 
there is little feed for sheep. In some cases lambs are being 
killed in an effort to save the mothers. Yes, the rain is needed! 
However, many of the men-—and it is to be noticed that old, 
experienced men are among them—maintain that the rain will 
come, and they continue to put in their crops. Unfortunately, 
too many have suspended operations, and I don' t like to see 
that, for they begin to worry. Worry leads to anxiety, and 
anxiety to fear; fear that paralyses, that entangles the feet and 
enmeshes the arms. We know that it is wTrong to worry, that 

it shows a lack of faith in a Heavenly Father ' s care; but when 
you know something of the conditions of these people you can-
not condemn, you must sympathise. The position is this. They 
have worked tremendously hard, and all farm work is hard; for 
from ten to twelve years they have sunk all their own personal 
capital into their blocks, and, in addition, from £1000 to £5000 
of borrowed money. Now there is the likelihood of their losing 
it all, for it is generally accepted that the majority of these 
800-aere blocks are unsuitable for any settler to depend on wheat 

production alone. The Closer Settlement Commission, recognising 

" I T has RAINED L" 

this weakness, has begun re-allotting the land in larger areas 
that will permit of sheep grazing too. But these bigger areas 
can only be obtained by thinning out the number of settlers. 
So one man after another is being advised to accept £100 and 
go. What is £100 to a family of even three or four? Can 
one wonder that sometimes a man loses hope and gives up the 
fight! Twelve years of toil through periods of blistering heat 
and dust storms for this! 

Of those yet remaining, the question continually presenting 
itself is, " W h o will be the next to g o ? " A man looks round 
and sees farmers as good as he on all sides, yet only about 
one in four can remain. How easy in the circumstances it is 
for estrangement to arise between one man and his neighbour. 

" I f only the Closer Settlement Commission would reveal its 
policy and put an end to the suspense!" How often one hears 
that uttered, and can see how suspense is destroying ambition 
and producing a sense of hopelessness. 

Can we help these people? Most certainly yes! And that 
is what B.C.A. is endeavouring to do by taking to them the 
glorious Gospel of God's love. Only the realisation of that love 
can sustain and cast out their fear; only His Spirit flowing into 
their lives can cast out the poison of suspicion and envy and 
give them power. Pray for these people, and pray for the 
workers, that they may be used of God to accomplish His 
purpose. 

Since writing the above, the rain has come—a glorious, 
steady, soaking rain. The men are all at work, too busy to 
think or worry—but the position remains the same. 

ACROSS THE CONTINENT. 
Rev. L. M . Dunstan. 

Denmark is described as the Society's " fur thes t outpost ." 
One does not fully realise the significance of this description 
till the journey is made from here to Sydney and back again. 
We cannot probably claim that we are as isolated as some other 
parts of B.C.A. work, but we can certainly claim whatever dis-
tinction may be attached to the term " fur thes t outpost ." We 
are exactly 8109 miles from headquarters. Expressed in four 
figures this does not sound so much, but judged by one's feelings 
after the journey it is a long way indeed. At the Perth Rail-
way Station there is an electric sign which reads, t' Travel across 
Australia in comfor t ! " After twelve days and nights in the 
train there and back, one does not doubt the fact that he has 
travelled across Australia, but there is certainly an element of 
doubt about the " c o m f o r t " part of the advertisement. Still 

to travel across Australia either in comfort or discomfort is an 
unforgettable experience. One wishes that more people whose 
lives are set in the cities or the more favoured parts could have 
this experience. I t would be impossible surely for anyone to 
do this trip and not feel stirred with the desire to do something 
to lighten the burden of those whose lives are set in the remote 
parts of this great continent. A journey across Australia 
makes one realise the vastness of this land of ours, but it also 
brings home vividly the tremendous challenge to the Society, and 
indeed to the whole Church, to see to it that the people scattered 
throughout Austral ia 's vast spaces are not neglected. I t was 
interesting to see Cook, which by now should be a household 

name to all friends of the Society. Gazing around at the 
scenery (?) it was not hard to imagine the hospital standing 
there. Mentioning the fact to a few fellow-travellers of the 
Society's intention to establish a hospital, they were very 
interested in the project. Several people came and enquired if 
it were true that a hospital wTas to be establishd there. One 
could imagine doing the trip later on, pointing out the hospital 
and explaining that it was established to help the people in 
memory of one whose life was linked so closely to the lives of 
out-back folk. 

Before this, readers will have surmised that the writer has 
been travelling since the last report was sent in. During a 
hurried visit to Sydney it was nice to meet old friends again, 
and also gratifying to have many interested inquires in regard 
to the progress of the work. 

The work still goes on, although there is not a great deal 
to report just now. Bush work is just a succession of sunlight 
and shadows. There are always difficulties and disappointments 
cropping up, but now and then comes a gleam of sunshine which 
helps to cheer things up. At the present time we are in the 
midst of our long wet winter, and this is always a hard time 
for everyone. The people practically depend on dairying for 
their living, but there is very little cream at this period of the 
year, and the returns to the settlers are very small. Winter is 
the time when people in the bush are apt to grow discouraged, 
as the isolation and loneliness of their lives is made harder to 
bear by the hard conditions. The "peace and beauty of the 
bu#L" is a nice sounding phrase, but one sometimes wonders 
how many good people, in the city of Sydney for example, with 
all its modern conveniences, would be willing to exchange places 
with the people in a little corrugated shanty in the midst of the 
bush sixty miles from Denmark. I t requires a good deal of 
the pioneer spirit to stick it out. " G o on the land, young man, 
and help to develop this wonderful l a n d , " sounds excellent, but 
one can hardly blame the people who do go on the land, when 
contemplating the hard conditions and the poor returns they get 
for what they produce, from thinking that they get the thin end 
of the deal. The country is said to be the " b a c k b o n e " of 
the city, but people in the city do not always remember their 
" b a c k b o n e . " That is why B.C.A. workers throughout Australia 
are continually bringing to your mind these people in the bush, 
so that it may never be said the Church forgot them. I t is 
always interesting to read various discussions which take place 
in regard to Sunday sport, and to hear of resolutions being 
passed advocating "hea l thy recreation on the Sunday , " but one 
is inclined to wonder just how much experience those who pass 
these resolutions have had of bush work, where this "heal thy 
recreation has developed into organised Sunday sport, and is 
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proving one of the greatest difficulties with which we have to 
contend. I t is a very common thing to journey many miles to 
take a service, and to pass a motor truck on the road containing 
most of the congregation, including the children, bound for some 
football or hockey match. A few Sundays ago we travelled 
120 miles and found a congregation of four people, the service 
happening to clash with a hockey match in the district. Numbers 
are not everything, and the four people appreciated the minis-
tration, but as we can only go to this place about once every 
three months, one could not help a feeling of sadness at the lost 
opportunity of helping these people, especially the children. The 
thought also arises as to how the people who pass these resolu-
tions would feel under the circumstances, and just how they 
would cope with this difficulty. 

We send greetings to all B.C.A. friends, and to our fellow-
workers throughout Australia. 

PERSONAL. 

We are shortly to lose the services of two valuable field 
workers. The Rev. Tom Gee, who has given such sterling 
service at Werrimull, has been appointed to the Parish of Dapto; 
and the Rev. L. M. Dunstan, who manfully undertook the diffi-
cult job at Denmark some three years ago, leaves us for Went-
worthville. To these wrorkers and their wives we would wish 
God's richest blessing as they go to their new spheres of activity. 
The ministry of B.C.A. has been enhanced by their association 
with it, and we thank God for their witness. 

3£ ^ r£ 3£ 

Our readers will be glad to know that the Rev. J . H. 
Vaiighan, our Melbourne Secretary, has fully recovered from his 
recent illness, and is back on the job. We also offer our con-
gratulations to him and his good wife on the advent of a 
daughter. 

CANN RIVER. 
Sister Todd. 

Last week, two young girls (14 and 16 years of age) from 
the lighthouse at Cape Everard, 27 miles from here, wTere lost 
in the scrub. They set out to get a cow, and still trudged on 
for miles, not noticing the distance. I t started to rain that 
afternoon, and continued all that night, and still the girls did 
not arrive home. A search party was then organised, and a 
band of 130 men from Cann River rushed to the scene to join 
in the search. After the girls had been missing for three days 
'and two nights, during which time it had been raining incessantly, 
they arrived home. As it happened, it was fine that morning, 
and when the sun shone they could get their bearings and know 
which way to go to get home. By the report we got of them 
by 'phone, it sounded very much as though Betty, the elder of 
the two girls,- was in need of medical attention, so we set out 
in the only remaining car in Cann River to go down to Cape 
Everard to see what we could do for the girls. The car was 
closely followed by two trucks that were going down to help 
bring home all the men that had been engaged in the search. 
I t was decided that the car and two trucks should keep together, 
in case they happened to get bogged. We had a journey of 
27 miles before us, and I asked my driver, who was a man used 
to the roads and a good driver, how long it would take us to 
get there, and he told me that if they did the first thirteen miles 
in two hours he thought they would be doing well. At that 
time we were travelling over a good piece of road, so I thought 
they were having a joke at my expense. I was soon to discover 
my error. We had not gone much further when into the bog 
we went, and promptly had to wait till the trucks caught us up, 
and the men. could all lend a hand in trying to get our car out. 
We left Cann River at 1.45 p.m., and hoped to reach the 20-mile 
mark before dark. Alas and alack! such, good fortune was not 
to be ours. After many bogs, in one of which they gave me a 
mud bath from head to foot, we got into a deeper bog than ever. 
The six men tugged and lifted and pulled for all they were 
worth, but still the car stuck faster and faster in the mud. 
The two axles were well covered in the slush. After an hour 's 
struggling they decided it was hopeless to try and move it. By 

this time it was half-past 6 o'clock and dark, and we were in 
the bog to our knees. There was no alternative but to walk 
the rest of the way, so we set off, thinking we had one mile to 
wTalk to the beach. Our one mile walk, or struggle, through the 
bog to our knees and scrub had lengthened into four miles, when 
we came across another batch of the searchers sitting around a 
fire with billies of boiling tea. By this time it was 8 p.m., and 
we then realised we had had nothing to eat since lunch, so we 
appreciated something warm to drink and eat, to say nothing 
of drying our feet and getting the numbness out of them a bit. 
Then we set off for the last part of the walk to the beach. At 
last we reached it, and the sand before us looked endless. We 
took a deep breath before we commenced on the walk along the 
seven-mile beach. After we had done the first couple of miles, 
Mr. Fleming, who had been down working with the search party, 
met me with a horse. Eventually at 11 p.m. we arrived at our 
destination, to find the two girls terribly cut about on the arms 
and legs, and Betty appeared to have a chest condition as well, 
so it was arranged to bring her back to Cann River and see 
Doctor. The men fixed up an arm chair on two long poles, and 
between thirty and forty of them had to carry her in relays 
along the seven miles of beach. These brave men all worked 
like trojans. After tramping through the scrub for two or 
three days in the wet and cold, and having nowhere to sleep at 
night, seeing that the accommodation was taxed to the utmost, 
they all set out to carry Betty in. After we eventually reached 
the cars and trucks, the work of the men did not end there, for 
there were so many bogs to be got out of, and so many cars 
and trucks (a dozen all told, I believe) to be got out, that they 
had to tie ropes on to the trucks, and twenty or thirty men 
would line up and pull till they eventually moved the vehicle. 
They looked absolutey exhausted by the time we reached Cann 
River. Doctor was in the town when we arrived back, and, 
after examining Betty, he decided hospital was the best place 
for her, as he suspected a heart condition with her as well as 
the chest. After seeing her safely off to the hospital with 
Doctor, we offered thanks to our Heavenly Father that the girls 
had been returned to their parents alive, and that none of the 
men had any serious accidents during the search. If anyone 
had told me that I would ever walk five miles through bog and 
scrub, then half-way across seven miles of sand, and ride a 
horse the rest of the way, I should certainly have doubted their 
sanity, also my ability to do so. The words of the Master, 
" A s thy day, so shall thy strength b e , " have'proved true so 
many times in B.C.A. work. 

THE REV. T. TERRY. 

On Thursday, June 18th, the Rev. T. Terry passed to his 
rest. He will be missed by all friends of B.C.A., to whom he 
endeared himself when Organising Missioner. Mr. Terry's 
term of office was of short duration, but during that time he 
saw much of the Society's work and' won the love and esteem 
of all the workers, who have vivid recollection of his ever cheery 
smile and helpful words. The present Organising Missioner 
owes much to Mr. Terry 's advice and fellowship, and will miss 
the quiet and helpful talks with him by his own fireside. We 
of B.C.A. thank God for the memory of Tom Terry, and pray 
that strength and abounding grace may be given to Mrs. Terry 
and the children. T. J . 

THE BISHOP BROUGHTON CELEBRATIONS. 

The Bishop Broughton Celebrations will not readily be for-
gotten. The Congress, Missionary Exhibition, and the Pageant 
stand out in our memory, and did much to help and stimulate 
all churchpeople. We of B.C.A. are very grateful to the Arch-
bishop and the Standing Committee of the Diocese for granting 
us permission to station, the Mission Van outside the Church 
House for the full two weeks. The Rev. C. Baker was in 
attendance on the Van, having come down from Menindie for 
the purpose. Much interest was thus created in our work, and 
many visitors kept Mr. Baker busy with their questions. A 
great deal of literature was distributed, and a collection of large 
coloured photographs helped to tell the story. 
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ON THE PLAINS WITH THE GOSPEL. 
Rev. H . R. Smith. 

The quarterly trips to the Nullarbor Plain and the Trans-
Australian Railway are generally filled with much interest, 
spiritually and otherwise. I t seems, at times, such a long wait 
for the next opportunity of seeing the people on the line, many 
of whom deeply appreciate the ministry of the Word. To use 
the words of a friend, these trips are ; ' making the best of a 
bad j o b . " 

For at least two more years the section between Forrest and 
Ooldea (approximately 200 miles) will have a quarry with 30-50 
men, and two lift gangs with about 30 men each, in addition 
to the regular railway camps, in most of which additional men 
are now working. I endeavour to keep in touch with these 
people by letters and literature, but I hope the day will soon 
dawn when it will be possible for a minister to devote all his 
time and energy to the line. So far as I know, the section of 
the line between Forrest and Kalgoorlie (400 miles) is without 
any spiritual ministration whatever. Often I have been asked 
whether I could not go further west, but I dare not leave Penong 
for more than two Sundays on account of the work to be done 
there. 

On my recent trip, services at every camp except Ooldea 
were well attended, and, although we had not planned it, we 
were able to have a fine men's meeting at the quarry. We 
arrived there on a Sunday afternoon, and I made my way to 
the " b e e r shop , " while Mr. Broadly went to the more respect-
able quarters. Both of us found so many ready for a meeting 
that we decided to have one after tea, when fully thirty men 
came to hear the Gospel. One dear Scotchman, a little the 
worse for drink, but in full possession of his senses, assured 
me I was the first person he had met who had not come collecting. 
He was quite astounded when we told him we had come to give, 
not to collect. After some singing, he said to Mr. Broadly, 
' ' Now, brother, what about a word of p r a y e r ! ' ' Who knows 
what this dear fellow might once have known? Maybe lie was 
brought up in some godly Scotch home, or under a powerful 
ministry. Pray much for him. 

I t is difficult to say how much was really accomplished by 
the mission at Cook. Exceptionally cold weather was a definite 
hindrance, and, I feel, kept many away. However, on the other 
hand it was very encouraging to see at least a handful every 
night, and, moreover, a handful who certainly seemed to drink 
in the messages. I believe their souls must have been thirsty, 
or they would not have sat in a cold hall for at least an hour 
and a half each night. Four, including one young girl, definitely 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour on the last night. 
I believe they were sincere and knew what they were doing, but 
they need surrounding by prayer. Pray also for the others 
who may have been moved. Eternity will show how valuable 
your prayer has been. 

I t was a real joy and blessing to meet Mr. and Mrs. Green, 
of the United Aborigines' Mission, at Ooldea. Mr. Green has 
had much experience in the work, and they are relieving Miss 
Lock, who is away on holiday, and may or may not return. 
They have with them Miss Tyler, of the same Mission, and are 
seeking to lead the natives to Christ. They deserve your prayer-
ful support, for even apart from the discouragements of the 
work, the life is one from which even most Christians would 
shrink. However, they have the Lord with them, and, as the 
saintly Samuel Rutherford has said, "Heaven is not Heaven 
without Chr is t . " Heading each of Mr. Green's letters to me 
have been the words, ' ' God is fa i thful , ' ' and on that we may 
storm the most powerful of Satan 's strongholds. 

* * * * 
Rev. H . Broadley. 

The Rev. H. R. Smith and I have just returned from a 
trip up through Colona, Nullarbor, Eucla and Mundrabilla sheep 
stations, the last two being in Western Australia. From there 
we went to Forrest, on the Trans-Continental Line, thence, call-
ing on the way at various camps, to Cook, where we stayed a 
week for a Mission. From there we went on to Ooldea, across 
to Ooldea Mission Station, and then to Colona, Penong and 
Ceduna. The journey was an education in itself, teaching us 
how some of the ' ' other ha l f ' ' of the world lives. . Two things 

impressed us both while we were ' ' on the l ine . ' ' One is the 
need of closer medical facilities, such as is to be provided by 
the Cook Hospital and the " F l y i n g Doctor ." For example, 
on Monday morning while we were there, three people had to 
go to Port Augusta, a distance of 513 miles, because there are 
no nearer opportunities of treatment. At Cook there is one 
man who knows a good deal about First Aid, but that is all. 
The other impression we gained is the urgent need of a missioner, 
to help the people spiritually and to preach the Gospel more 
frequently. Mr. Smith pays a quarterly visit. A Methodist 
man comes up the line periodically, also a Roman Catholic priest-. 
Sometimes it is said that medical work is more important than 
spiritual work, and because of that people will give more promptly 
to medical work. I t must be a shallow mind that works in that 
way! I f the sick and suffering were not so obvious, it is 
probable that they would receive little thought, and scant 
sympathy. 

As I arrived back fresh from the trip, what struck me 
greatly was the atmosphere of Ceduna. The longer I live here 
the more I see the great and crying need for the Gospel. I t 
is true of most places, of course, but I am observing the need 
here. We need the prayers of all Christians. I t is great to 
have fellowship with the other members of the B.C.A. staff at 
Ceduna and Penong. I t is our great wish that this fellowship 
may be extended. Nothing but the Gospel of the Forgiveness 
and the Grace of God has a hope, and we make the Word of 
God and its central message the foundation of sermon and Bible 
Class. 

In order to raise interest among the children, especially 
those who are out of reach of church services, we have a number 
of people who write, once a fortnight, little personal letters to 
the children, in which is given a Bible story. Already some of 
the children have written back and expressed their appreciation. 
This is in addition to the good work done by the B.C.A. Sunday 
School by Post, and is carried on by parishioners. 

AVe publish a parish paper monthly, which is used as a 
means of conveying Bible messages. In order to have more 
room for the messages, we have no advertisements. I t means 
that the Herald, as i t is called, has to be subsidised, but there 
is nothing in it to distract attention from its main purpose. 

To-day (July 29th) has been a great day in Ceduna. The 
new Hospital building is so far advanced that the lady who 
came to lay the foundation stone had only to unveil it. There 
was a goodly number present. I t marks a step further in the 
association of B.C.A. with the district in regard to helping the 
sick. I had the privilege of speaking on behalf of B.C.A., and 
suggested that our future relations should be marked more than 
ever by Brotherliness, Courtesy And Sincerity. 

As far as the Sisters are concerned, they are doing their 
full share in commending the B.C.A. and its Lord and Saviour 
to the community here. I t is both a pleasure and a privilege 
to associate with them. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF WOMEN'S AUXILIARY. 
The annual meeting of the AVomen's Auxiliary was held in 

the Chapter House on AVednesday, June 17th, at 3 p.m., and was 
attended by a large number of our supporters. 

Mrs. Mowll occupied the chair, and, in her address, empha-
sised the need for even greater support of the Society than had 
been already received. 

After the election of officers, at which all the retiring officers 
were re-elected, Miss Steele, Principal of the AVomen's Hostel, 
gave us an inspiring address, in which she stressed the need for 
bringing God into our lives and problems, and into the problems 
of the world. 

Sister Sowter, of Penong, who is at present on leave in 
Sydney, told us something of the work at Penong Hospital, and 
how the workers in the field were helped and cheered by the 
many gifts received from the Auxiliary. 

Afternoon tea was served by Mrs. Bragg. and her band of 
helpers, who so ably and so often cater for the inner woman 
at this and other B.C.A. gatherings. 

The Organising Missioner expressed the thanks of the meet-
ing to Mrs. Mowll for her presence and kindly interest, and to 
Mrs. Bragg and her fellow-workers for their important con-
tribution to the success of the afternoon. 
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ST. ALBAN'S, LEURA, B.C.A. WOMEN'S AUXILIARY. 
The annual meeting was held in St. Alban 's Hall on 

Wednesday, May 6th, at 3 p.m. Mrs. Dixon Hudson presided. 
The meeting opened with a hymn and prayer, after which the 
Secretary's and Treasurer 's reports were read. They both 
showed that much work had been accomplished during the year. 
There are 27 members, whose subscriptions amounted to £2 14 0 
Box Holders 19 2 8 
Collection, July 3rd 3 8 3 
"Christmas Tree Fund 6 12 0 
Lantern Lecture, February 10th 7 0 0 

Total, £38 16 11 
Also 145 garments were made and sent out to the various B.C.A. 
Centres and Hospitals. Miss Ashe gave a most inspiring and 
interesting address on B.C.A. work, showing what a magnificent 
service is being done for the people who live in the out-back 
country. Mrs. Dixon Hudson thanked all the members for the 
wonderful work which had been accomplished in the past year, 
and asked for continued support in the coming year. Mrs. 
Newmarch proposed a vote of thanks to Miss Ashe. The meeting 
closed with the Benediction. Afternoon tea was served by the 
members. 

THE B.C.A. MISSION VAN. 

I t is a thrilling experience to sit behind the steering wheel 
of the Van as i t goes about its mission. The powerful throb 
of the racing pistons, the eager onward progress of the vibrating 
engine bonnet beyond the windscreen, and the never-ceasing, ever-
beckoning roadway as i t skims past on either side combine to 
impress upon the driver the fact that he has been commissioned 
to carry the Gospel message to those who need it. Every 
revolution of the spinning wheels makes him feel that he is 
going somewhere to tell someone the message of the Master. 
The Van is a continual reminder that the missioner has been 
sent to do the Master 's will. Behind him, as he drives along, 
there are potential messengers of God—Bibles, New Testaments, 
Prayer Books, Christian literature, magazines for children, an 
organ—all tucked away inside, ready to do their part when the 
time of opportunity comes. 

The Mission Van is a friend! I t seems to understand the 
important work entrusted to it, and is undaunted. A flooded 
creek bars the road, but the Van bravely plunges through. Soft, 
boggy soil oozes around the sinking wheels, desperate situations 
arise, but the Van wins through, alone, or with assistance. 
Perhaps humbly and in silence behind strong, straining horses, 
as they pull the vehicle clear of a bog. A dry, deep creek bed 
defies further progress, but the Van crawls down, across, up, 
and onward. Loose sand betrays the Van into unstable path-
ways, but, struggling mightily, it breaks free. Clouds of dust, 
millions of flies, excesses of heat all pervade the atmosphere, 
but the Van must carry on. Which means that the Missioner 
must carry on, as everything must do in the West, if it is to 
continue to exist. And if living souls are to exist eternally in 
the presence of God, the Gospel must be carried on, speedily 
and thoroughly. Tltis is the task to which God has called the 
B.C.A. The aim—Christ for Australia, Australia for Christ. 

In recent months the Van has concentrated in and around 
the town of Menindie. Situated on the banks of the Darling 
River, the scattered township is also on the railway line that 
links Broken Hill with Sydney. The bi-weekly express is the 
only passenger train that passes through. Broken Hill is 70 
miles to the west, Wilcannia 90 miles to the north, Pooncarie 
80 miles south, and Ivanhoe 120 miles east. These are the 
nearest towns to Menindie, and connected by bush roads. 

Menindie proper is surrounded by sand, and the houses are 
scattered. Along the banks of the river, stretching for a con-
siderable distance below the town, are dozens of homes, erected 
by unemployed people from Broken Hill, who came and settled 
at Menindie during the depression. Box Flat and Lunatic Bend 
are the names given to this section of the town. At the latter 
place a wool-pack hut has been built for holding Sunday School 
and services. The children have a happy time when they gather 
each Sunday afternoon to sing, and to pray, and be taught the 

truths of God's Word. When the Van arrives with the 
Missioner and his wife, i t is hailed with delight by the young 
people, who are eager for Sunday School to begin. For several 
weeks past a service has been held on a Tuesday night in the 
hut, and a number of adults have gathered to worship God and 
hear His Word. Thus a definite Christian witness is being 
maintained in a needy place. Many of the people have to 
struggle hard in order to exist, and the conditions under which 
some of them live are nothing short of deplorable. Pray that 
God will use His servants to bring joy, and peace, and hope 
into their lives. 

In the main part of the town there is a rather nice church 
building, called Holy Trinity. Formerly services could be held 
only occasionally by the B.C.A. Missioner from Wilcannia, but 
since the Van arrived in the town regular services have been 
held each Sunday, with rare exceptions. The response has been 
good, and many of the people are keenly interested. A fair-
sized Sunday School is held each week, and several willing-
teachers are doing splendid work among the children. Besides 
this, once a week the Missioner visits the public school and gives 
religious instruction. 

Some aspects of life in Menindie are a definite challenge 
to Christian witness and the Christian ministry. Pray that 
God may come to be glorified in hearts that know Him not, in 
homes where there is darkness, in circumstances that are desper-
ate. Pray that those who witness for God may be kept always 
by Him, and be supplied with sufficient grace for every need. 

C. A. BAKER. 

MENINDIE. 

ST. NICOLAS', KIRTON POINT, S.A. 
Rev. K. Luders. 

I suppose the Editor is tearing his hair again! Consider-
ably more than a week ago he sent along a charming little note 
to say that he would be very grateful to receive some suitable 
matter for the next issue of The Real Australian " d u r i n g the 
course of the next few d a y s . " He ought really to have heavily 
underlined " s u i t a b l e , " for I know him to be a real pedant so 
far as " m a t t e r " is concerned. 

Since the appearance of the last Kirton Point article in 
The Real Australian nothing extraordinary has happened, but 
we have been fully occupied with routine matters. 

Our Annual Report reveals that the position of the Church 
is stronger in every respect than it was a year ago. I t is a 
good sign that our contributions to missionary work have in-
creased. We have now (as a result of the visit by the Organising 
Missioner) undertaken, by the use of ' ' Bark H u t s , ' ' to render 
financial assistance to B.C.A. The folk here are very keen on 
the Cook Hospital project, for they know just what such Christian 
medical service will mean to the bush folk. 

The work amongst the young people has its bright spots. 
One of the brightest is the Sunday School at Kirton Point. I t 
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is doing splendid work. At the same centre the G.F.S. is going 
strongly. At the out-centres the religious training of the 
children is something of a problem. In this State, ministers 
or Church representatives are not allowed to give religious instruc-
tion of any sort to day school classes, either during school hours' 
or on school premises after hours. I am not exaggerating a 
scrap when I say that in some outside country places,- where the 
parents are not church-goers, the children are pagan. Now that 
sounds like the extravagant statement of an extremist, does it 
not? But it is not. The best I can do at the two out-centres 
of Coulta and Wangary is to give once a month, on Sundays and 
after school, religious instruction to such children (of any de-
nomination) who care to come. At Wangary the class is held 
in Church, next door to the school; at Coulta, by courtesy of 
the Local Committee, in the District Hall. In teaching, one 
has to start right from bedrock. We have just adopted a 
Scripture competition scheme to quicken the interest of the 
young folk. 

On Sunday next, June 28th, the Bishop of Willochra will 
be with us again for Confirmation services. This year there 
are to be eight confirmees. 

As in every other place, the women here do an enormous 
amount to keep things moving. The various Guilds have done 
much to improve the Sanctuary at Kirton Point, and also, by 
co-operating as District Visitors, to win others into fellowship. 

At Wangary the men folk united to put the Church into 
good repair, and to fence the grounds and put them in order. 
At Kirton Point improvements have been effected both inside 
and outside the building by the Missions to Seamen Committee, 
from whom we rent the Hall for church services, etc. 

A few days ago we learned by telegram of the death of 
Rev. T. Terry, sometime Missioner of the B.C.A. The news 
came as a great shock to us here, and many hearts were sore. 
Mr. Terry, as B.C.A. Missioner, arrived here on one occasion at 
a very critical time and rendered services that endeared him to 
all those who made contact with him during his stay. We ex-
tend sincere sympathy to the bereaved. 

PLEASE NOTE ! 

We will be glad to receive gifts of saleable goods for 
B.C.A.'s Exhibition and Fete to be held at St. Phil ip 's , Church 
Hill, on Friday, August 7th. We are hoping that as many as 
possible of our friends will attend that afternoon, and so help 
the success of the venture. 

The Ladies ' Auxiliary, Mail-Bag workers, and other friends 
are doing their utmost to make the effort a worthy one, and 
they will be glad to receive any gifts that may be judged suit-
able for the various stalls. Send your gift into the Office. 

B.C.A. has been asked to take a share in a Missionary 
Exhibition in the Parishes of Moss Vale and Mittagong. We 
are glad of this opportunity of telling of our work, and ask 
our readers to pray for God's richest blessing upon this effort. 
The Exhibition will be held in Moss Vale on October 6th and 
7th, and at Mittagong on October 8th and 9th. 

THE KOOKABURRA BIRTHDAY BAND. 
M Y DEAR KOOKABURRAS, 

We feel that the Kookaburra Birthday Band has not got 
enough room to fly about in. We Kookaburras need plenty of 
room, don ' t we! We need great big paddocks with plenty of 
grass and lots of trees, and just now we feel as if we are in a 
big cage with only one tree in it, with the Old Kookaburra up 
at the top and all the little Kookaburras flying one branch higher 
as the years go by. 

So we've decided to have competitions, lots of them. Some-
times we'll make things to be sent to the people out-back. Some-
times we'll have poetry competitions, sometimes little stories. 
(They'll all be baby competitions, because we haven't too much 
room in The Real Australian just yet. When we grow, then 
we'll have to get the Editor to give us a whole page all to our-
selves, but that won't be just yet.) Sometimes we'll have 
drawing competitions, and sometimes an " a l l s o r t s " competition. 
That is the one we'll start off with. 

Now, we mustn ' t ask the B.C.A. for any money; but it i sn ' t 
much fun having competitions with no prizes, is i t? So we' re 
going to ask every competitor to enclose one twopenny stamp 
with his or her entry, and that will give us enough money to 
get prizes; and if there 's any left over, we'll give it all to the 
B.C.A. to send things out-back. 

Now, there 's just one more thing. All the people who 
enter for our competitions must be Flying Kookaburras! That 
means people who haven' t joined our Birthday Band cannot join 
in the competitions. And it means another thing, too—it means 
that Kookaburras who haven't paid for more than two years 
cannot send in entries unless they send in their Kookaburra 
subscriptions as well. 

And now for our first competition— 
AN "ALL SORTS" COMPETITION. 

WRITE (1) A short poem (not more than eight lines) on a 
Kookaburra; or 

(2) Write a short story (not more than 150 words) about 
a Kookaburra; or 

(3) Draw or make a Kookaburra calendar. 
Write your name, address and age (if under 21, otherwise 

write t(adult") clearly on your entries, and don' t forget to send 
one twopenny stamp with your entry. 

Closing date, September 1. Mark your envelopes, "Kooka-
burra Club Competition." 

With lots of love and good wishes to you all, 
KOOKABURRA FRANCIS J O H N BRERLY. 

ANOTHER MILESTONE. 
Another milestone has been passed in B.C.A. history. 

Fifteen years ago Miss E. Taylor, daughter of the Eev. S. 
Taylor, now of Mittagong, opened up B.C.A. medical work in 
the Far West of South Australia- in a little two-roomed stone 
cottage at Ceduna. 

Since that time the work has steadily progressed, and three 
buildings have been occupied and used as hospitals at that centre, 
each a little larger than its predecessor. Now a fourth and 
more up-to-date building is to come into use, and on June 30th 
the foundation stone of a fifteen-bed hospital, to be equipped 
with more and better conveniences, was laid, and the building 
will be opened towards the end of the year. 

This, we feel, is an instance of very real progress, for which 
we thank Almighty God, and pray that in His goodness He 
will continue to bless this worthy work of His. 

THE BUSH CHURCH AID MAIL-BAG SUNDAY SCHOOL. 
Those who live in urban areas often find it very difficult 

to visualise the many problems involved in the religious education 
of the children of country districts. 

Usually, at the centre where the overworked rural clergyman 
resides, it is sometimes possible to give the pupils of the local 
public school one lesson per week. A few of the outlying schools 
of the parish may receive as many as eight or nine lessons per 
annum, others one, and some none at all. Even where Sunday 
School teachers are available, it is becoming increasingly- difficult 
to get the children of any particular denomination in sufficient 
numbers to form a Sunday School. This is due, in part, to the 
larger farming areas, made possible by the more extended use 
of agricultural machinery, and the decreasing size of the modern 
farmer 's family. For instance, the increase for the whole of 
the Commonwealth in the age group 1-10 years is now only 300 
in excess of the census figures for 1921. 

Motor transport, unfortunately, is not a very satisfactory 
solution of this problem, for the parent has to drive his children 

to Sunday School and then wait at a friend's place until the 
lessons are over. 

The very real and valuable help afforded by ' ' The Leaflet ' ' 
system of the Church of England Mail-Bag Sunday School under 
such conditions may readily be appreciated. Indeed, from per-
sonal experience, I have found Anglican children in country 
districts, where the Mail-Bag Sunday School is unknown, growing 
up wholly unacquainted with spiritual matters. Should these 
young people finally be persuaded to attend a church, unfamili-
arity with the form of service set out in the Prayer Book 
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generally creates painful enough experiences to make them very 
reluctant to attend further services. 

A most pleasing feature of the excellent and very varied 
course of instruction provided by the Sunday School Leaflets is 
that when once they enter a country home the elder members 
of the family are able to profit by them as much as the children. 
In many cases this tends to increased church attendances, bap-
tisms of whole families, and adult Confirmations. 

Those responsible for ' ' The Leaflet ' ' system know just what 
meets the spiritual needs and interests of country children, and 
the valuable work done is of material help to church life and 
work in rural areas. E. J . HINMAN, 

Broke, via Singleton. 
[Mr. Hinman is a schoolmaster transferred from Woolgoolga 

School, where he received thirteen copies of our papers for some 
years. He has already linked up seven in Broke district, to 
which he went this year.—EDITOR.] 

13/5/36.—Collected by Mrs. Watling, per friends, £7 
(Memorial Fund) . Miss Woodford, £2; Mrs. Kimberley, £ 1 ; 
Mrs. Watling, £ 1 ; Mrs. Sharp, 5/-; Anonymous Friend, £ 1 : Mr. 
Beeves, 14/- ; Mr. E. Pyke, 5 / - ; amounts under 5/-, 16/-

2/6/36.—£1, proceeds from Social Evening held in home of 
Mrs. E. M. Broadbent of Eockdale, for furnishings at Memorial 
Hospital. 

9/6/36.—Anonymous, 5/- P.N. for Memorial Fund. 
19/6/36.-—tl Two Admirers , " Blaxland, £1 donation for 

Memorial Fund. 
1/7/36.—Quantity of groceries, result of "Evening" at St. 

John 's , Eockdale, held by Mrs. and Miss Broadbent. 
Through lack of space, "Real Australian" subscriptions 

are held over till next issue. 

FOR YOUR GIFTS. 
Many of our readers have suggested that it would help 

them to remember to send in their gifts if we appended a form 
in The Real Australian. That is our excuse for the following. 
Please use it. 

ORGANISING MISSIONED, 

BUSH CHURCH AID SOCIETY. 

I have pleasure in sending £ as my 

*annual donation •••• 
^Donation to Memorial Fund. 
*Real Australian Subscription. 
^Special Gift. 

A PRAYER FOR USE WITH OUR PRAYER LIST. 
O Lord God of our nation, Who has commanded men to subdue and 

replenish the earth : Look in T hy love upon all those who in the distant parts 
of our land are striving against many difficulties, and are deprived the access of 
the means of grace. Strengthen and guide the Bush Church Aid Society and 
its Clergy, Nurses, Deaconesses, and Students . Cheer and encourage them 
in discouragements and loneliness, and bless their ministrations to the good 
of those they serve, and grant that the message of redeeming love may thus 
be rooted and grounded in our national life, to the glory of Thy Great Name, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE PLACE OF PRAYER. 

Signed . 

Address 

Parish 
^Signify what your donation is meant for by striking out 

any of the above. 

To those who wish to hear of a fine Private Hospital or 
Rest Home, we can confidently recommend "Tuerong," 
Campbell Street, Eastwood, N.S.W., conducted by Sister 

Harvey, A.T.N.A. (General and Obstetric). 
'Phone: Epping 1034. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
8/4/36.—Anonymous, Bank Note (M over 22, 790994); 

receipt No. 2658. 
3/4/36.—Very splendid assortment of gifts of men's and 

boys ' clothing, towelling, quilts, women's and babies ' clothing 
from Christian Service Band (Eoseville), per Mrs. McEnnally of 
Turramurra. 

24/4/36.—Parishioner of All Saints ' , Petersham, P.N. for 
5/- (Memorial Fund) . 

5 /536— Parishioner of St. Alban's, Lindfield, P.N. No. C. 
629033 for £1 (Memorial Fund) . 

8/5/36.—Anonymous, 10/- (from St. Alban's, Fivedock, per 
Young People's Union). 

19/6/36.—Anonymous, 10/-, per Young People's Union, Five-
dock (Wilcannia Hostel). 

25/6/36.—Donation of £1 for Wilcannia Hostel, and gift 
of groceries and clothing from Young People's Union members 
and friends, Fivedock. 

SPECIAL NOTE.—£6/16/ - collected by Mrs. Watling, Glades-
ville, in November, 1935, and not acknowledged in The Real 
Australian. (Friends would like to see an acknowledgment of 
same.) 

All B.C.A. friends are invited earnestly to use in daily prayer 
the suggestions made in the following list of subjects:— 
Sunday—Pray for : 

The Missions of the B.C.A. in various parts of Australia; the 
Missioners of B.C.A. as they minister of the Word and Sacra' 
ments—Rev. B. Broadly at Ceduna, Rev. H. Smith at Penong, 
Rev. L. T. Lambert at Wilcannia, Rev. L. Dunstan at Denmark, 
Rev. T. Gee at Werrimull, Rev. K. Luders at Kirton Point, 
S.A., and Rev. T. R. Fleming at Cann River, also Rev. C. 
Baker of the Mission Van. 

Monday—Pray for : 
B.C.A. Hospital work in the Far West country, where patients 
must be received in spite of their inability to make any return 
for service. Pray that God's good cheer may be with Sisters 
Dowling, Hitchcock, Bossley and Meades in the Far West, and 
Sister Todd at Cann River. 

Tuesday—Pray for : 
The B.C.A. Children's Hostels at Wilcannia and Mungindi, 
that the work be increased of God, and that we persevere 
knowing that such ministry to little ones cannot be in vain in 
the Lord. Remember by name Deaconess Harris and Miss 
A. Taylor, Wilcannia, and Matron Cheers at Mungindi. 

Wednesday—Pray for : 
The Sunday School by Post with its Gospel message for little 
children, also for the teachers of this department. 

Thursday—Pray for : 
All Students, Deaconesses and Nurses in training and pre' 
paring for B.C.A. work in the Bush, that they may be equipped 
with power, wisdom and zeal, and become "able ministers of 
the New Covenant.11 Also remember the Council, Commit' 
tees, Women's Auxiliary, and workers on the Home Base Staff. 

Friday—Pray for : 
The Organising Missioner, that he find encouraging welcome 
as he undertakes his work. 

Saturday—Pray for : 
A spirit of thankful giving to be upon all B.C.A. friends, that 
the Society be kept out of all God-dishonouring debt. 

At All Times—Forget not to give thanks : 
For kindly givers who have helped us with their self' 

denials. 
For friends, known and unknown, who have rallied to our 

call to keep our ministries going. 
For cheering reports from fields that God's Word is still 

with power. 
For oifers of service for the filling of pending vacancies in 

our work. 
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